Prayer Path Volume V, #1 “Receive the Power”

Dear Reader,

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
It’s a new year and a time to begin a new Prayer Path. It is my intent this year to use the same format as in the previous editions, but instead of studying excerpts from all over the Bible, I am going to begin by concentrating on the Book of Acts. As individuals, and faith communities consider what we should be focusing on as Twenty-first Century Christians it might serve us well to examine or reexamine the key ingredients in the birth and growth of the church.
It is hard for me to fathom what the disciples must have been thinking when Jesus presented them with mission of witnessing throughout the world. When you consider the beginning of the relationship between Jesus and his disciples there is no indication that any of them had “the gift of evangelism” unless you consider Andrew telling his brother that he should come and hear this new rabbi.* There was also Philip inviting Nathanael to “Come and see.”, but Nathanael was not exactly enthusiastic about the invitation.** Yet as we begin our examination of Acts evangelism is the primary mission given to this band of disciples.
*John 1:41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ).
**John 1: 44-46 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

 46"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. 
      "Come and see," said Philip. 
That tells me that thinking we need to leave evangelism to those that are gifted for it, is not in line with the directions feom Jesus. Perhaps we won’t fill stadiums with people hanging on every word of our witness. Maybe, we will just bring our brother or a friend to the Good News. We are all in the witnessing mission and so we need to follow through as best we can and rely on the Holy Spirit to use us. To be sure we are part of the equation, but the Holy Spirit is the power.

Let us pray: Stir up your power in us Holy Spirit. Open our eyes to those who need to hear your word and open our mouths that we may share what has been shared with us. Amen.
