Prayer Path Volume V, # 2 “Get to It.”

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." Acts 1:10

I hate those times of parting. I think most of us do. When we drop a son or daughter off at college and point the car home, there is an overwhelming sense of loss. You know you are doing the right thing but the loss is still very real. We also know that this change in status will not be undone by our moping about. We need to refocus and get into living a new way.

So it was with the disciples. Jesus didn’t just gather them, he taught them, led them, ate with them, laughed with them, and prayed with them. They had wrapped their lives around him and now he could not be seen through the clouds.

The Book of Acts does not leave time for brooding. In the very next verse divine “Messengers” tell them to basically ‘get to it.’ Staring up at sky was not going to bring Jesus back. They needed to refocus and get busy. 
There is one piece of additional encouragement which is sometimes missed in this passage, “Jesus will come back” How much do you think that promise affected the hearts of the disciples as they began to put together their new way of living? How much does that same promise affect us as we jump into another year of ministry? 
The Ascension was not a period on the presence of God, but merely a comma in an ongoing statement. In fact, Acts can be seen as the next phrase in that message. God is not done with us and we need to know that we serve a living Lord who will come again.
1. How would it have felt to see your mentor taken away from you while just beyond the scene tumult and pain are having a field day?

2. As a church leader have you ever found yourself looking up for reassurance, a sign, a game plan?

3. Who today are the voices who tell us and our worshipping communities to “get to it.”

4. What role does the promise of His return play in our daily ministry?

Let us pray: Lord, may your promise inspire us as we walk along our path in life. May we wake each day with the joy that comes from knowing you are present and may we share that joy as we go about your kingdom work. Amen.

