Prayer path Volume V, #4 “Second Place Finish”
Acts 1: 20"For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of Psalms, 
   " 'May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,'[d] and, " 'May another take his place of leadership.'[e] 21Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection." 
 23So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs." 26Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.

Have you ever considered what happened to poor Justus the second place finisher? Do you think he walked off embittered by how the election was run? Do you think he went back to his old life? Well, we will never know for sure, but there are a couple of “Justus Sightings” that point in an interesting direction:

The Acts of Paul, a work belonging to the 2nd century and first mentioned by Origen, relates that Barsabbas, Justus the Flatfoot and others were imprisoned by Nero for protesting their faith in Christ, but that upon a vision of the newly martyred Paul appearing to the emperor, he ordered their immediate release. C. M. Kerr

In Christian tradition, this Justus went on to become Bishop of Eleutheropolis, where he died a martyr and is venerated as Saint Justus of Eleutheropolis. The location provides a date for this legend, since the site of Eleutheropolis was a mere village in the 1st century, whose inhabitants were slain and enslaved with others by Vespasian in AD 68. (Wikapedia)
Again we cannot speak with any certainty as to how Justus lived after the election, but I would like to think that the above notations are both plausible. It’s an interesting situation. What do we do when we don’t “win”? Do we pick up our marbles and go home, or do we try to undermine the path of the victors, or do we continue to be loyal foot soldiers for the cause? 

We know by the end result of the growth of the church that the goal set out by Jesus was taken seriously by the disciples as they chose a twelfth to “…become a witness with us of his resurrection." It is important to note, however, that the true mission of the church was never the sole property of the twelve but was the mission of Justus and other believers and remains our mission today. We are still called to witness to the resurrection.
Let us pray: Holy God you have set your Spirit upon individuals for special ministries. At the same time your Spirit dwells in each of us. Help us to find how find our role in your will. May we lead when we are needed to lead and may we willingly follow when that is our role. Amen.
