
“Holy Spirit Power”
Acts 1:1-8

Faith Journey

January 13, 2009
Music: “Wait and See” Brandon Heath, What If We
Call to Worship 

L: On this day let us come together to remember Christ. 

C: Let us also give thanks for those who are witnesses to the resurrection. 

L: In life, Jesus gathered his disciples; in death, the 
disciples mourned, but in life beyond death, we 
proclaim Jesus as Lord of life. 

C: So we come to worship God, by whose power 
death is overcome. 

All: 
In resurrection joy, we praise God with our voices and our lives. 
Opening Prayer 

L: Holy One, empower us by your Spirit to become witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus, even as we worship you. 
C: You know our hearts. Help us to take our place in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus to one another and to a world hungry for life. Amen. 
Prayer of Confession 
All: We confess that we have been selfish. We confess 
that we have allowed ourselves to lose our sense of self as well. We ask that you be the healer of our relationships, the physician who heals our less-than-perfect souls-the souls that we confess to doing damage to. Amen. 
Words of Assurance 

L: I give you thanks. 0 Lord, with my whole heart. On the 
day I called, you answered me: you increased the strength of my soul. (Ps. 138) O. may it always be. Amen.
Music: “Come Be Who You Are”Sara Groves, City on a Hill
Opening the Scripture: Acts 1:1-8
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

 6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

 7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

Questions:

1. Who is the author and why do you think this book is being written?


References:  Luke 1:1-4

2. Who do you see as the cast of characters in these first few lines? Who do you see evolving as a central figure?

3. What does the question concerning the restoration of the Kingdom of God bring to mind?


References:  Isaiah 11 & 35, Daniel 4:24-27, John 4:21-26; 
What is the job assignment given to the disciples and how are they empowered to carry out their mission.

4. Consider the direction of the witnessing, from Jerusalem -( Judea --( Samaria -( ends of the earth. What might that mean for us today?

5. What do you think is the mission of the Church today and how is it empowered to accomplish its mission? What evidence supports your claim?
Time of Reflection
Music:  “Holy Spirit”, Deleon, Here in Me
Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Eucharist
Music: “Life giving Bread---Saving Cup”James Chepponis, Cry Out With Joy
Closing Prayer

Benediction

L: Lord you Know our hearts.

C: So fill us with your power
Music:  “Send Forth Your Spirit”, Liam Lawton, Ancient Ways, Future Days
