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Music: “Mission’s Flame”, Matt Redman, Passion: How Great is Our God
Call to Worship 
L:  Clap your hands, all you peoples, shout to God with songs of joy. 
C: Come and worship for our God is an Awesome  God! (from Psalm 47) 

Opening Prayer 

L:  O God, be present among us for this hour of worship. Enrich this time with your Holy Spirit so that we may worship you fully. Help us to be so fully engaged that we do more than stand gazing into heaven. 
C: Help us worship you 0 God, and as we do, renew us and strengthen us for the days ahead. In the name of Jesus the Ascended we pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 

L: Gracious One, who came as a child and went into the 
clouds,  we confess that we have been standing around, our hands in our pockets, gazing into the air. Some of us have been wondering where you have gone. Some of us have been wondering when you will return. Few of us have been diligent in proclamation or practice. Forgive our indecision and lack of action. 

C: Pour out your Spirit on us, we pray, that we might 
be messengers of your Dream in thought, word and deed. This we ask in the name of the One who is your child and our brother, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Words of Assurance 
L: Receive the Good News: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Music:  “The Holy Spirit”, Grace Seattle Experimental Orchestra, Oratorio of Prayer
Opening the Scripture: Acts 1:9-11
9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11”Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Questions

1. What other reference do we have of an ascension into heaven and what is the significance of such an event? (Reference: 2 Kings 2:11)

2. What references to vision/sight do you find in Acts 1: 8 -11?

3. How important is it to have witnesses to an event? What do they add to a story?

4. You are a disciple of Jesus standing on a hillside in Judea watching your Lord disappear beyond the clouds. What’s going on in your heart and mind?

5. How difficult is the transition from being a follower to being a leader? What has to change?

6. Why is it important for the divine messengers to come and speak to the disciples?
7. Where do you see yourself in your discipleship:

Still looking up?


Transitioning to a leader?


Awaiting the Power promised? 

Time of Reflection
Music: “Spirit of God Within Me”, Michael Joncas, God of Life and the Living
Pastor’s Prayer

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Closing Prayer

Benediction 

L: This time of worship is ended, but we still have ministry to do. The instruments will soon be silent, but our songs need never end. Let us go from this place with God’s song on our lips and God’s call in our hearts. Let us go and be witnesses. 

C: Amen. 

Music: “There Will Come a Day”, Kristy Starling, Kristy Starling
