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“United in Grief and Joy”

Faith Journey

January 27, 2010
Music: “Let The Lord Love You”, Willow Creek Music, A Place To Call Home
Opening Prayer:

L: Most loving God, you know the pain and sorrow of death; mercifully hear our prayer for those who mourn the death of their beloved. The nights are lonely and the days are too long. Comfort them and bring an end to the days of tears. Bless them and bring an end to their days of sorrow. Renew them with the joy of life and bring to an end their days of mourning. 

C: Let the bond of love which you have for your people be the foundation of their hope that love never ends and that precious moments with our beloved are forever held dear in our hearts. Amen
Psalm 116

1 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 

 2 Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 

 3 The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me; I was overcome by trouble and sorrow. 

4 Then I called on the name of the LORD : "O LORD, save me!" 

 5 The LORD is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion. 

 6 The LORD protects the simple hearted;  when I was in great need, he saved me. 

 7 Be at rest once more, O my soul,  for the LORD has been good to you. 

 8 For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling, 

 9 that I may walk before the LORD  in the land of the living.

Acts 1:12-17
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk[b] from the city. 13When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
Music: 
“They’ll Know”, Still Point, Witnesses
Consider this: 

…It is those who trust God even when they cannot trace him–those who humbly leave all things up to him and who refuse to avenge themselves–that will remain standing.

(Rev.  Tullian Tchividjian, Grandson of Billy and Ruth Graham)

Consider this:

Andrew Kern, wrote a heart strong and well reasoned piece that speaks to the core of Lent, and to Ash Wednesday. He speaks to the depths of true joy based in Christ. It is reflected in a life battered by grief, sorrow, loss, pain, anger, denial; all those worldly things common to mankind. Yet that Christian life is founded in joy....as he states, a "Sorrowful Joy.“

 He proceeds to define worldly and therefore, Godless mourning as self-pity. And THAT is what leads to death. Worldly mourning leads to find a temporary fix, a manufactured joy.

This trumped-up, self-inflicted, caffiene buzz jazz of false joy is short lived, empty and requires more of the worldly, manufactured "drug" to maintain its high. God's joy is based in the continued growth in the knowledge that God is the font from which that joy flows. It is always there, always free, always available to the repentant, sorrowful human. It is heavenly fodder that nourishes and strengthens us more and more and more as worldly time progresses. When we find it, choose to allow God to save us, feed us and grow in him...our conscious being shifts. 

Consider This: 

C. S. Lewis speaks directly to a shift of consciousness in his theological treatise: Suprised by Joy. 
Joy is a sudden stab of intense consciousness, very different from mere pleasure. And there is something better than joy — as much better than joy as joy is better than pleasure: Christian faith…Real Joy, which is apprehended by the higher imagination, 'must have the stab, the pang, the inconsolable longing.'
Consider this: 

From the moment of birth, possibly from the moment of conception, we humans long for something outside of ourselves. I believe St. Augustine was the one to coin the phrase "We have a God shaped hole in our being, waiting to be filled." (that is a paraphrase.) Given who we are....stubborn, rebellious and self-absorbed human beings, we try to fill that hole with everything possible except the one who is meant to fill it. That hole can only be filled by the one who created your heart…God. 

Questions:

1.  Why do you think Mary and her sons joined the community of disciples in prayer after the Ascension?

2. Why do you think some who experience great tragedy avoid their community of faith in their time of mourning while others lean heavily upon it?

3. How do we best respond when one within our community has been struck by a great tragedy?

4. How would you describe the power of community in times of sorrow?
5. Is there a path from the depth of sorrow and               pain to healing and comfort? Are there discernable steps?

6. How do you as a fellow believer communicate with          one who lingers in the depth of sorrow? What should you do and what should you not do?
Personal Time of Prayer and Reflection
Time of Intercessory Prayer and Anointing
Music: 

“Rest Now In Me”, Paul Tate, Seasons of Grace

“Healer of My Soul”, Carol Browning, Come and Receive
Prayer of Comfort and Promise:
All: And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

Revelation 21:4
Pastor’s Prayer

The Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Music: 

“Here I Stand”, Lori Anderson, Here I Stand
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