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Greetings!  Here at Tabernacle 
weÕre experimenting with a new 
newsletter format.  The goal is 
to keep 
members (and 
interested 
visitors) up to 
date about 
whatÕs going 
on in and 
around the 
church.  WeÕre 
also going to 
be offering this newsletter in an 
email format so that we print 

fewer copies.  Send your email 
address to 
TabernaclePhilly@gmail.com in 

order to be 
added to our 
email list.  If  
you donÕt have 
email access, 
donÕt fret! 
WeÕll still be 
printing a 
small number 
of  paper 

copies that will be available at 
the church building.

z Welcome to the Newsletterz

ANOTHER WAY TO STAY INFORMED 

E VA N G E L I C A L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  I N  A M E R I C A

TABERNACLE LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 0
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Meet the Vicar
Vicar Megan Fryling is a student from the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia over in Mt. Airy.  SheÕs in her 3rd year of  the Masters in 
Divinity program, so sheÕs a fulltime intern, splitting her time between 
Tabernacle and Trinity Lutheran in Germantown.  Her internship began 
this past August and will continue until August 2011.

Vicar Megan is originally from Holland, Michigan, a small town along Lake 
Michigan.  She has a degree in English 
and Creative Writing from Hope 

College and she also spent a couple of  years working for the ELCA 
in Guangxi Province in China.  Her husband Kyle can also 
frequently be seen at Tabernacle.  Currently he works for the 
American Bible Society in Chesterbrook, PA and heÕs a part-time 
student at Eastern University working on his MBA in Economic 
Development.  

Vicar Megan is thrilled to be working with the wonderful people at 
Tabernacle.  You can frequently Þnd her in her ofÞce upstairs in the church and at bible studies and other 
events at the church.  If  you need to contact her for anything, feel free to email her at mfryling@ltsp.edu.

Quick Calendar
Sunday: 9:30 Sunday School, 10:30 Worship
 Tuesday: 10 am Bible Study, 7 pm Tabernacle Interdenominational Choir
Wednesday: 7 pm Bible Study 
Thursday: 7 pm Choir, 7 pm Prayer Group 
Friday: (See below)

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE!
"All Roads Lead To Tabernacle"....
Join us every 2nd & 4th Friday of  the month as we experience spirit filled praise and 
worship, featuring some of  the most dynamic preachers, soloists, and choirs in the 
Philadelphia area. Devotions begin at 7:30 PM. Come and be blessed!
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z Youth Game Night z

Based in West Philadelphia, and 
providing insight into the difficulties 
and struggles of  the young people 
who live there, ÒAll Roads Lead to 
TabernacleÓ introduces the work of  
Christian Youth outreach. 

This ministry was kicked off  with a 
ÒGame NightÓ on September 25, 
2010 at the Tabernacle Lutheran 
Church. There was much for the 
youth of  all ages to do. This was a 
free event to reach out to the 
community in which this church sits.  

The night started out with just adults from the church just in attendance but just a few feet 
from the church which stands a recreation center was youth of  all ages just hanging out. A 
couple of  the volunteers went out and spoke with the youth and shortly thereafter the youth 
were inside. Some had never been inside a church before while others had different stories. 
They played card games, board games, karaoke, and painting, ate hot dogs, won prizes and 
did much more. 

The youth completed a small information form for the Ministry group. These forms were to 
help establish how the ministry should go forward. What better way to accomplish that but 
to actually ask the youth! The youth truly became transparent and the information they 
provided on these forms told the stories of  what they were really seeking from 
an organization like this. They requested after school tutoring, Bible Study, 
Sunday school, more game nights, people to talk to about Òstuff Ó is the way one 
youth put it. In content it is challenging and emotionally engaging. They began 
to form on paper what they wanted to see and have available to them through 
this ministry. It seemed like the underlining request covered a wide range of  
tricky issues involved in such a ministry, for them and for us Ð including how to 
build trust up with people who have lived only with untrustworthy and insecure 

relationships; how to set behavioral 
boundaries without becoming just 
another set of  authoritarian rule makers; coping 
with the!sacrifice of  moving (along with your family) 
into a 'difficult' area;!whether to work as part of  a 
church or as a separate organization;!and so on. As 
someone interested in such a ministry I found these 
accounts extremely valuable food for thought.

For those who may not be actively involved in such 
a ministry but are still part of  the body of  Christ, 
ÒAll Roads Lead to TabernacleÓ humbly invites its 
congregants to question 
their prejudices and to 
grow in understanding 
about the life of  the 
young people that live in 
the community 
surrounding this edifice.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

By Yolanda Foreman

Our Sunday school ofÞcially 
restarted in September.  
Sunday mornings may be busy 
times for you and your family, 
but itÕs important to take the 
time to come to church to 
learn more about your faith.  
Sunday school is a great 
learning tool for both children 
and adults.
We strongly suggest that you 
bring your children, 
grandchildren, friends and 
neighborÕs children to Sunday 
school at Tabernacle!  

Sunday school isnÕt just for the 
kids, weÕd like to see you here 
as well!  YouÕd be surprised to 
see how much there is to learn, 
even as an adult.  We welcome 
all levels of  understanding.  
Come to share and learn from 
your brothers and sisters in 
Christ!

Find us on Facebook!
Search for Tabernacle Lutheran 
Church- Philadelphia, Pa.

Keep an eye on the Facebook 
page as another way to keep in 
touch and stay updated on 
whatÕs happening at Tabernacle!
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We continue to be involved in the synodÕs new transformational 
ministry (TM) process.  The TM members have met with Rev. 
Stuart Luce, our TM coach, and discussed a number of  important 
issues, including improving the level of  trust between the members 
of  the congregation and the pastor, and communication of  
expectations.  The members of  our TM team are scheduled to 
attend the second module of  the synodÕs TM training on Saturday, 
October 23rd at St. PaulÕs Lutheran Church in Glenside, PA.

We are also continuing to focus our bible studies and preaching 
moments on the book of  Acts.  It is hoped that by encouraging our 
members to study the book of  Acts, we will begin to understand 
how the early church operated and what the focus of  preaching and 
teaching was.  WeÕre hoping for more members to come and take 
part in the bible studies!

Congregations will receive three 
training modules, based on ELCA 
models being used in multiple synods 
around the country, in addition to...

! ¥! Assigned a trained 
congregational coach 
experienced in helping 
congregations revitalize.

! ¥! Engaged in a process to explore 
and utilize your gifts for the 
furtherance of  GodÕs Kingdom 
and mission.

! ¥! The process will develop 
individual and corporate 
spiritual growth.

! ¥! Receive access to an online 
database of  growth in faith, 
congregational assessment and 
visioning tools.

! ¥! Gather with other 
congregations also seeking 
transformation for networking 
and encouragement.

! ¥! Access to synod resource 
specialists in areas of  worship, 
Þnance, property, etc.

! ¥! The knowledge that you are 
engaging in a signiÞcant and 
intentional process to revitalize 
your congregation.

From http://www.ministrylink.org/for-churches/
transformational-ministry/

Over the next several weeks (starting October 17th), we will dig 
deeper into the biblical call for justice and how that 
inßuences us socially, spiritually, economically, and 
politically. Each week, we will read through and discuss a 
portion of  the Book of  Acts, Þnding tangible ways to 
begin applying GodÕs calling to our lives. This works best 
in community, so we encourage you to engage in this 
study with a group.  Join us on Sunday mornings for this 
unique study using the book of  Acts!

Sunday Mornings at 9:30!

Transformational Ministry 
Update
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Crossword Puzzle
FUN & GAMES
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Hugh Latimer
Jocque Lefevre
John Calvin
John Hausschein
John Hooper
John Knox
John Wickliffe
Martin Bucer

Martin Luther
Philip Melancton
Thomas Cranmer
William Tyndale
Ulric Zwingli

Reformation Day Word 
Search



YOU MIGHT BE LUTHERAN IF...
...during the entire service you hold your hymnal open but never look down at it.

...during communion you hum the hymns so you can see who's at church that Sunday.

...you have your wedding reception in the fellowship hall and feel guilty about not staying to help clean up.

...a midlife crisis means switching from the old hymnbook to the new one.

...you forget to put water in the baptismal font but never forget to put water in the coffee pot.

-from www.oldlutheran.com

COLOR THE 

LUTHER ROSE!
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From the Pastor
Christian 
Friends:

The Spirit of  
the Living God 
is moving in 
our midst.  
Lives are being 
transformed 
and ministries 
are beginning 
to blossom 
and take 
shape even as 
we speak.  
For this we 

praise God from whom all blessings ßow!  
And now, we have another Ònew thingÓ to 
celebrate, a church newsletter!  

As many of  you know, one of  the major 
weaknesses that has  plagued our church in 
the past has been our inability to 
communicate pertinent information in a 
simple and yet timely manner.   For that 
reason , I am especially thankful that the 
Lord has sent us a new Vicar, Megan 
Fryling, who has graciously volunteered to 
serve as the producer / editor of  our 
church newsletter.  With all that is 
happening here at Tabernacle,  a 
newsletter is sorely needed. 

However, in order for the newsletter to be 
an effective tool of  communication, Vicar 
Fryling will need timely input from all of  

us!    It is therefore my hope that every 
member will consider themselves potential 
contributors to the newsletter and will take 
every opportunity to share anything and 
everything that might be of  interest to the 
members of  the Tabernacle community.  
 We deÞnitely have good news to share.  To 
God be the Glory!

Pastor
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

October 2010

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Bible Study
10 am

Bible Study
10 am

Bible Study
10 am

Bible Study
10 am

Bible Study
7 pm

Bible Study
7 pm

Bible Study
7 pm

Bible Study
7 pm

Game 
Night
6-8 pm

Upcoming Events:

Saturday, Nov. 6: Churchwide cleanup 
" "     Council Meeting

Sunday, Dec. 12: Congregational Meeting

Sunday 
School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30 am

Joy Service
7.30 pm

Joy Service
7.30 pm

Choir Practice
Prayer Group
7 pm

Choir Practice
Prayer Group
7 pm

Choir Practice
Prayer Group
7 pm

Choir Practice
Prayer Group
7 pm

DonÕt see your event on the calendar?
Notice something missing?
Submit events for the November newsletter 
by Friday, October 29!

We need your help to keep the calendar 
updated.

Sunday 
School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30 am

Sunday 
School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30 am
Sunday 
School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30 am
Sunday 
School:
9:30 am
Worship:
10:30 am
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